Our Visit to the Creatioh Museum

A couple of weeks ago our family arrived at the Creatioh Museum. We had
greatly antiCipated the Vvisit. We were provided ¢ free media passes to Check
out the museum. e were surprised t0 [earh that our day would also inClude
an interview with the CCO anhd VP of Qutreach, Mark [,ooy. e must have
seemed a bit befuddled as we winged our interview with questions that Came
0 ouUr mind on the spot as Randy jotted the answers into his blackberry. Itis
the Stuff memories are made Of! Mark was a gracious and informative host.
We give a hearty thank-you to Mark and to the Creation Museum for their
hospitality ahd free passes.

This was our second Visit to the
Creation Museum. Qur first visit
was during the Museum’s first

year. We had a wonderful visit
that first year but my family all
agreed we enjoyed this Visit even
more. Perhaps it is because they
have added more exhibits,
inCluding a pettinhg Zoo and the
heat interactive Noah. Perhaps it
was becCause it was a less crowded
day. Maybe we enjoyed it more
because we took more time to
really absorb the exhibits. Whatever
the reason, we found ourselves soaking
in the day with great delight.

The first Stop after getting your tickets is

for a family photo. You will be excited when
you returh later ih the day to piCk up your
photos. The prices are very reasonable and
you Cah seleCt from a fun and beautiful array




Of backgrounds. It is a family favorite of ours, destined t0 be a tradition.
Some day we will look back at the progression of photos with amazement at
how everyonhe has Srowh while we reminisce about each Visit t0 the museum.

We begah our Visit by going to the Stargazer’s Room. Stargazing has always
overwhelmed my mind. The expahse of the sky wells up in me a healthy awe and
fear Of such a grand Creator (zod. His power is shown in the heavens. It makes
me feel so very small ahd humbled that such an enormous God would give ahy
thought to my existence, anymore than I am aware of ah ant amidst millions in a
hest in my Yard. If stargazing evokes such a feeling in you too, you will be truly
amazed by the presentation given in the Stargazer’s Room. You are taken on a
tour of the galaxy that is mind-blowing, all while being pointed to (zod as the
Creator of the universe.

Our first Visit was in December so we decided this time around to
take a stroll through the beautiful gardenh trails. This was
especCially nice since the CincCinnati area is ahead of our home
town area (south Of Buffalo) ih the arrival of spring. We
apprecCiated the budding trees and colorful hew flowers in a way
those from the Buffalo area especCially understand. ] would [ove
t0 Visit agaih when the gardens are in full bloom.

We continued on to the Petting 200 section. The Kids especCially enjoyed this
part. They were able to hand feed tmahy of the anhimals. Have you ever
wonhdered what a Zonkey Or a Zorse |0oKs like? You canh find out at the
Creation Museum’s Petting 200! It makes for a great opportunity to disCuss
diversity among animal Kinds and how Noah fit all those animals on the Ark.
There are manhy Anhswers in (zenesis resources to broadenh your family’s
uhderstanding of these topics.

We ate our |unch outside at one of the tables overlooking
the gardens and pond. There are sculptures throughout the
gardens, making the view a beautiful sight.




After lUnCh we made our way bacCk into the museum for the heart of the tour.
Based on the 7 “C’s” of history, the truth of God’s word unfolds through a
variety Of beautiful and professional exhibits. The Grand Canhyon Entrance
and Mt. Saint Helen’s Ranger Station Exhibits present you with a dilemma. Are
you going to be guided by God’s truth or man’s reasoh? The evidence is the
same. It is the interpretation, or the conclusions, that we reaCch about the
evidence that is vastly different ahd will take you down opposite roads, one
leading to the Cross and the other to atheism.

Still mulling over the question? Next is the Biblical Authority Room where
Moses, David, Isaiah, Paul, Martin LLuther and evenh the Gutenberg Printing
Press all attest t0 the aCCuracy anhd authority of the Bible. T encourage ahyonhe
who has questions about the Authority of the Bible to pick up the DVD on the
topiC in the Dragon Hall Bookstore. We Can trust the Bible!

The Scopes Trial had a devastating effeCt as Christians compromised the Word
Of (zod. Millions Of Years beCame a wrecCking ball, smashing the foundations of
our faith and society. Graffiti Alley brings to life the power the theory of
evolution has had ih destroying the faith right out from under the foundations
Of our pews and homes.

Just when the darkness is about to depress you, it is time tO take a walk
through the Time Tunnel to0 the 6 Day Theatre and Vview the world as God
meant it to be. (I 0Ok forward to watcChing the DVD in heavenh of that first
week of Creation.) You will be moved by the presentation by the beauty and



Creativity of our [Lord. The Wonders Room continues to instill awe of God’s
Creation. (Contrary to popular belief, sCienCe does point to od as the
desigher and Creator Of our world. ] long for the day wheh we marvel anyone
was sO foolish as to believe in evolution, much like we do today when it comes
t0 the flat Earth theory. Popular belief does hot always point to the truth, but
God’s Word sure does!

Are you wondering what the 7 “C’s” Of history are
that 1 mentioned earlier? You will find out as you
continue the tour of the Creation Museum. 1
encourage you to plah your Visit as sooh as possible
O that You Can learn all about the 7 “C’s” Of history
and teach them to your Children.

As we entered the Gardenh of Eden exhibit I felt the wonder of what it must
have been like to live ih a sin-free world, hewly birthed by the Word of God.
The giant Tree of Life hangs over the walkway in all its glory. Sadness begins to
slip inh as the displays unfold our history with the fall ahd our spiral into sin.
The Cave of Sorrows is espeCially sad as the journey through time continues.
Did you know Methuselah was alive during AAdam and Noah’s lifetimes? He was
a withess to the decline of all humanhkind to the point God decCided to send the
Great Flood and begin again. A life sized Methuselah has a lot to say for those
who pause |ong enough to listen.

My favorite part of the museum is the Noah’s Ark exhibit. A full sCale Cross-
section showing 1% Of the size of the ark is on display to walk through. There
is also a model of the ark opened up to show what the inside may have looked
like. It takes very little imagination to realize every “kKihd” Of ahimal could easily
fit in the ark, especially sinCe the young, smaller versions would have been sent
by God. ] think He is smart enough to figure that out, don’t you?

The Flood (Geology Room continues to explore the affects the Flood had onh
our Earth. Moderh sCience supports the Flood model. There are mahy hands-



on displays about Noah’s Ark and the Flood, inCluding a hew interactive Noah
that Captured the full attentioh of our 5 year old, tO help walk your family
scientifically through the event anhd the sCars we see today on the Earth
pointing to the accuracy of the Bible. We canh trust the Word of God!

While Noah’s Flood beganh the process of diversifying the species, the Tower of
Babel is the event that has led t0 the various people groups. You may be
surprised to learh that the different “races” is a myth. Qur differences are
Cultural, not biologiCal. It saddens me to |earn about the murder and
destruction of inhocCent people beCause they were believed to be a lesser race.
This is the |egacy of evolution. TAJe are all “ohe blood.” To learh more you Canh
purchase the book on this topic at the Dragoh Hall Bookstore.

The fihal “C’s” of history are wrapped up in the Last Adam Theatre. This
presentation is hot to be missed. We (oved it sO much our first time through
that we bought the DVD. It is how part of our family’s traditions. Each
‘Passover/Easter season we |ove to play it at home ahd at our church. You Canh
also buy it at the Dragon Hall Bookstore.

Next stop is the Paltm Plaza, placed conveniently towards the end of the
journey, it is @ Chance to get a drink and shaCk anhd enjoy some dinosaur fossil
ahd stamp displays before continuing the journey to the Dragon Theatre anhd
Dinosaur Den. Did you know un-fossilized dinosaur bones have been found
that still contain soft tissue? So much for millions of years! And what about
those dragohs mentioned throughout stores of old? They sure sound like
dinosaurs to me! My Kids especCially love the animated dinos found in the
Dinosaur Denh. They are SO real and life-like my 5 year old soh actually thought
they were alive when we visited the last time. NO wonhder he was sCared of
them!

This brings me t0 the last two must-see places inh the Creatioh Museum, the
Men in White presentation and the Dragon Hall Bookstore. T will leave it up to
you whether it is best to Visit those 2 areas at the beginhing or end Of your
Visit.



The Men in White presentation is unique, faith building, interactive, and a ot
Of fun. Your faith Will Srow as you join a young woman pondering the hight sKky
and whether or hot there is a God. The “Men in White” interject their wisdom,
taking you onh a journey that refutes evolution and supports the Authority of
the Bible. You and your family will love the surprises and Creativity of this
experience.

The bookstore has SO mahy resources and SO
much to see that it is ah event in jts own
right. You will be blessed by the many
Creation based resources available to take
home tO contihue Yyour jourhey Of faith.
TRemember to buy extras of your favorites to
share with friends and family.

When visiting the Creationh Museum I always wonder where such ah idea Came
from. How did this wonderful museum come to be? e asked Mark [Looy many
questions about this process. e also viewed Kenh Ham’s testimony. They both
point to God and His glory for the Vision, construction, and provision. The
seed was planted many years before it Came t0 be. Two menh Knhelt down before
the [L,ord oh some grounhd ih JAustralia and asked the [Lord for a Creationh
Museum. God said yes, but while it did take some time, ChanCe had hothing to
do with it! As with many of the big things God has ih store, the starting place
is usually pretty small. In His wisdom, God leads us on a journey of many small,
faith-building steps to prepare us for what He has in mind. For Kenh Ham it
meant moving to an entirely hew country on his journey of faith. While there
were mahy people involved along the way (I encourage you to listen to Ken
Ham’s Testimony to learh more of those details), the Anhswers in (zenesis
ministry and the plans for the Creation Museum Came together through the
founders Ken Ham, Mark [Looy, and Mike Z2orath. You may think they must
have been rich and powerful to start such an ambitious goal; however, they had
hothing but their faith ih @ Creator (zod who spoke the unhiverse into existence
and a desire to bring people to Christ.



The |oCation for the Creation Museum was chosen through a publication that
outlined the best places in the {J.S. to live. The CinCinhati area is withih a
day’s driving of 2/3 of the {J.S. population. There first choiCe for property fell
through. Even in our disappointments, God is good. He had a much better
plot of lahd inh mind. Preliminary plans were drawn up. God has to chuckle
when he sees our meager plans (You kKnow, the ones we think are ambitious!)
when He is planning something sO much bigger that we Canh’t evenh imagine it.
Thus began a leap Of faith manhy of us would tremble to begin. With nho money,
the Board of Directors approved a $¢ million budget that quiCkly went to $13
million and theh to $2¢ million. How did the budget blossom t0 such
proportions? (God sent a Visionary, Patrick Marsh, to the project. Called a
Creative genius, Patrick formerly worked for (Jniversal Studios. Is it any
wonder the project blossomed ih sCale? God Khew all along the Museum was
going to be bigger and better than anhything the founders could have imagined
at the beginnhing.

As the ground was broken and work begah, God showed Himself faithful. Did
you know that 75% Of the funding Came from donations averaging $130 each?
Canh you imagine building a project this big $130 at a time? @God loves to
demonstrate His glory. Remember Gideon? As Kenh Ham said, “God has raised
it up for this time ih History.” 1t toOK 30
years from the time 2 men Knelt and asked
for a Creatioh Museum but the wait was
worth it.

This brings me to my own testimony of how
the Lord has brought me to believe in the
Authority of the ScCripture. When I was a
young child, T was anh avid reader. While
Vvisiting my aunt (who lived ih ahother state) 1
picked up a book from her library by Alfred
M. Rehwinkel Called “The Flood In the Light
of the Bible, Geology, and ArcChaeology”
published by Concordia Publishing House in
1951. Scientific topics have always




interested me. AS I read through those pages 1 learhed that the Biblical
account of Noah’s Flood is baCked up by sCience. 1 also learhed that even
when science seems to disprove the Bible, just set it aside and pray for God’s
wisdom to shed light on the subject. God is faithful whenh we ask for His
wisdom. (Study the story of the peahut whenh George Washington Carver
asked zod tO revea| seCrets Of the peahut.) Each time we visited my Aunt , ]
would look for that book ahd continue my studies. Considering I was probably
only in third grade when ] started reading the book, I can see how the [Lord
ordered my steps.

Fast forward Yyears later, after rejecting Claims Of evolutioh in my publiC school
education, T was able to |learh more about the wonders of Creatioh through
the Christian education 1 had in high school. Once againh the subjeCt was
shelved as I married and beganh a family. We chose to Homeschool our children
for manhy reasons, but one Of those reasons was toO avoid the evolution
indoctrination found in the publiC sChool| setting. Tt was about 8-10 Years ago
(my best guess) whenh a fellow homeschooler handed us a set of VCR tapes
containing lectures by Kenh Ham. Qur family devoured those tapes! We
listened to them over and over again. We made copies and hahded them out to
ahyone who would listen. e have continued to use the Creationh message to
reaCh out to a ost, hurting world. We have seen the message save souls as
people realize they do have value. They are hot just @ product Of time and
Chance, but rather a loved Creation formed ih God’s own image. It iS a
powerful and true message.

I encourage you to Visit the Creation Museum with your family, especCially if you
have hever Visited. You will hot be disappointed. If you have already made a
visit to the Creation Museum, I encourage you to0 make a returh journey.
There are new exhibits with many new ones ih the works. {Jsihg wisdom, the
Creators have |eft space throughout the museum for additiohal exhibits t0 pop
up over time. There are plans t0 Create a “museum Wwithin the museum”
featuring exhibits desighed to attraCt the younhger Crowds. The interactive
Noah is one such exhibit that has already beeh added. You will want to watcCh
the website for the many extra events, Classes, and workshops when planhing
your Visit.



You Canh also 100k £or hew Creation materials offered on our website. e are
working tO revitalize our website with a renewed empbhasis oh Creation
resources. It is @ WOrk ih progress SO keep Us ih your Sights as we expahd anhd
improve ih this area.

Looking for more information? You cah fihd out more about the Creatioh
Museum at www.Creationmuseum.org. You Wwill also find a wealth Of
information at www.ahswersingenesis.org.



http://www.creationmuseum.org/
http://www.answersingenesis.org/

